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MI-Access- Functional Independence 
u  The blueprints for MI-Access are not changing for 2020 

u  FI ELA – Both AP and EI are required for a valid ELA score 
u Accessing Print and Using Language 

u  Vocabulary, Language, Research/Inquiry, Listening, Understanding Text 

u  2 parts for online 

u Expressing Ideas (constructed response) 

u  FI Mathematics 
u 2 parts for online 

u  FI Science 
u 2 parts for online 

u  FI Social Studies 
u 2 parts for online 

u Part 1: Independent Items 

u Part 2: context–based items 

Assessment Updates for 2020 



MI-Access: Supported Independence and Participation 

u The blueprints for MI-Access are not changing for 2020 
u ELA, Mathematics, Science 

u Selected Response 
u With Picture Cards (or objects, customization of materials is allowable) 

u  Activity Based Observation 

u  All adaptations must measure the scoring focus and resemble the 
print item as much as possible 

Assessment Updates for 2020 



M-STEP Testing Window 

u  Second Testing window was moved up a week to account 
for action needed regarding “Read By Grade 3” 

u This shortened the overall testing window for M-STEP by 
1 week – with the grade bands overlapping 2 weeks 

u NOTE: MI-Access is not changing for 2020…it remains a 
7-week window 

Assessment Updates for 2020 



Assessment Resources 2020 



Assessment Resources 2020 



MI-Access Supported 
Independence 

Assessment Updates 
for 2020 

 
 

**NEW** 



MI-Access 
Participation 

Assessment 
Updates for 2020 

 
**Format Update** 



u Michigan received the waiver in 2018-2019 
u Waiver for 2019-2020 submitted on January 13, 

2020 
u  Justification activity still required regardless of 

waiver 
u Will be a task in Catamaran – Available 1/31/20 
u Required from last waiver 

u Definition of “Students with the Most Significant 
Cognitive Disabilities” 

u Post Justification Forms (ISD summaries from 2019 
review were posted) 

Michigan’s approach to the 1% rule 
1% 
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” u  Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities, for the purpose of 

determining instructional targets and state assessment selection, have a disability or 
multiple disabilities that significantly impact intellectual functioning and adaptive 
behavior.   

u  Adaptive behaviors are essential to live independently and to function safely in daily 
life. When adaptive behaviors are significantly impacted, the individual is unlikely to 
develop the skills necessary to live independently and function safely in daily life.   

u  Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are supported with an 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) and the instruction is based on Michigan’s 
alternate content standards in English Language Arts (ELA), mathematics, science 
and/or social studies.   

u  Significant cognitive disabilities impact students both in and out of the classroom 
and across multiple life domains, including academic domains.  

  
u  Special Note: MI-Access is not designed for most students whose primary disability is a 

specific learning disability, speech language impairment, emotional impairment or other 
health impairment.  



Sample ISD Data set: Three Year Change 



1% Cap – Where Are We Now?  State of Michigan 

12 

		 Spring	2017	 Spring	2018	 Spring	2019	
		 Percent	 Counts	 Percent	 Counts	 Percent	 Counts	
ELA	 2.4%	 18830	 2.2%	 16958	 2.1%	 15661	
Mathematics	 2.4%	 18421	 2.2%	 16688	 2.0%	 15425	

		 Percentage	
Point	
Change	

Count	
Change	

ELA	 -.3	 -3169	
Mathematics	 -.4	 -2996	



Justification 
Process will ask 
you to project 
rate for 2020 

Per Student IEP: 
 
Total Students designated to take 
MI-Access in 2020 (only students in 
grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11) 
 
Divided By 
 
Total Students to be tested in 2020 
(Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11) 



1% Cap Resources 

www.Michigan.gov
/mi-access 



1% Cap Resources 

www.Michigan.gov/
mi-access      
 
Click on  
 



2020 M-STEP Science Assessment 
 * Operational at grades 5, 8, 11 

u MI-Access Grade Levels are not changing for now 

u MI-Access Science is assessed at grades 

       4, 7, and 11 
 

Science Assessment Updates 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC 



Developing New Alternate Content 
Standards in Science 

u  New Draft Alternate Science Content Expectations are 
based of Michigan’s K-12 Science Standards 

u  Alternate Content standards were developed to 
encourage participation in quality instruction. 

u  Whenever possible, alternate standards keep three-
dimensionality (Disciplinary Core Idea, Cross Cutting 
Concepts and Science and Engineering Practices) 
u Assessment plan has not yet been developed 
u Assessment will measure one concept at a time 

(most likely the Disciplinary Core Idea or Science 
and Engineering Practice), not multiple ideas at 
once as is measured by M-STEP 



Developing New Alternate Content 
Standards in Science 

u  Arranged by Topic Bundle 
u  Public Comment: Month of February, 2020 
u  Item writing to start March, 2020 

u We need item writers! 
u  Apply at: 

https://www.cvent.com/surveys/Welcome.aspx?
s=cca0a288-2989-49f7-ba37-9c0596722ca0 



Where are the alternate content expectations 
found? 
 
Step 1:www.Michigan.gov/mi-access 
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Where are the alternate content expectations 
found? 
 
Step 2: 
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Developing New Alternate Content 
Standards in Science 

u Go to bottom of page 



Developing New Alternate Content Standards in 
Science – Sample from Grade 3 Physical Science 



Questions? 
 
 

Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability 
 

Antoinette Dorsett 
Assessment Consultant for Students with Disabilities 

(517) 241-2525 
DorsettA@michigan.gov 

 
John Jaquith 

Test Development Manager 
Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability 

(517) 335-1987 
JaquithJ@Michigan.gov 


