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Our Journey…Our Journey…

 Introductions
Define Our Intent
Considerations for balancing Compliance and 

Specially-Designed Instruction: “From Rules to a 
Reality Check”

Overview of the Resource Program Guidance
 Share our Professional Development Design
Explore the Framework
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Who are we?Who are we?

Introductions

Who’s Cynthia GreeneWho’s Cynthia Greene

 An educator for 32 years in the field of Special Education

 Presently a Teacher Consultant for Detroit Public Schools Community District

 She attended Eastern Michigan University where she earned a Bachelor’s of Science Degree in
Cognitive Impairments and a Masters of Arts Degree in Learning Disabilities

 Over the course of her career, Cynthia has taught in a variety of educational settings

 She has taught first, second and third grade at a small private school, she was a substitute teacher
in a center – based school for adults and she has taught history/driver’s education at a Middle
School in Saginaw, Michigan. Most of her teaching career has been with the Detroit Public
Schools where she has taught in he categorical classroom setting with Cognitively Impaired
students at the elementary and middle school levels as well as Elementary students in the
Resource Program.

Cynthia’s quiet presence is a strong force that exemplifies effective leadership. Through her
dedication and hard work, she paves the road to success for struggling students.
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Who’s Sarah CrawfordWho’s Sarah Crawford

 Elementary Resource Room teacher (14 years)
 Co-taught Mathematics & self contained ELA, 

Hamtramck High School (3 years)
 HFT Vice-President (2 years)

“I am passionate about my students, curriculum 
development & data driven instruction. I specialize in 
both reading intervention, MTSS, and co-taught 
mathematics instruction. I am constantly pushing myself 
to learn more about and improve my student’s academic 
progress”.

Who’s Shekenia MannWho’s Shekenia Mann

 16 Years of Experience

 Presently - Assistive Technology Consultant with Wayne ATRC 

 Previously-
- School Social Worker

- Special Education Resource Program Teacher

- General Education Teacher (Middle School ELA)

 Shekenia promotes the creation of positive learning 
environments through UDL for students enabling  teachers to 
inspire young minds to be free and global thinkers. 
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Who’s Jeremy Nowak?Who’s Jeremy Nowak?

Years of service - 9 years       

Current District - Tipton Academy

Current Position – Special Education Resource Room Teacher 5-8 

grade & Special Education Program Coordinator

Previously taught - Cambridge Alternative Education High School 

program, Garden City 9-12 ELA (literature, composition) 10-12 grade 

media production, public speaking and business English.

“I have a strong passion for teaching and have always naturally 

gravitated toward struggling and underachieving students.  I believe 

all students can learn and become productive leaders of tomorrow. I 

strive be to a positive and caring mentor to students, and provide a 

safe, open environment for students to learn and grow”.

Years of service - 9 years       

Current District - Tipton Academy

Current Position – Special Education Resource Room Teacher 5-8 

grade & Special Education Program Coordinator

Previously taught - Cambridge Alternative Education High School 

program, Garden City 9-12 ELA (literature, composition) 10-12 grade 

media production, public speaking and business English.

“I have a strong passion for teaching and have always naturally 

gravitated toward struggling and underachieving students.  I believe 

all students can learn and become productive leaders of tomorrow. I 

strive be to a positive and caring mentor to students, and provide a 

safe, open environment for students to learn and grow”.

Who’s Lois?Who’s Lois?

28 years in special education (22 years in Detroit Public)

 Special Education Consultant for Wayne County RESA
 Supervisor for Secondary Programs & Transition Services 
 Supervisor for POHI & VI Programs
 IEP compliance Specialist 
Department Head For Special Education
Resource Program Teacher (Students w/ All eligibilities)
 Self-Contained Teacher (Students w/ SLD, EI, & CI)
General Education Social Studies Teacher

28 years in special education (22 years in Detroit Public)

 Special Education Consultant for Wayne County RESA
 Supervisor for Secondary Programs & Transition Services 
 Supervisor for POHI & VI Programs
 IEP compliance Specialist 
Department Head For Special Education
Resource Program Teacher (Students w/ All eligibilities)
 Self-Contained Teacher (Students w/ SLD, EI, & CI)
General Education Social Studies Teacher
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Defining Our IntentDefining Our Intent

Our professional learning offering is designed to enable 
resource program teachers to identify and implement 
research-based instructional approaches, strategies, 

and innovative teaching techniques that can be used to 
improve the instructional process and academic 

outcomes of students with disabilities.

Our professional learning offering is designed to enable 
resource program teachers to identify and implement 
research-based instructional approaches, strategies, 

and innovative teaching techniques that can be used to 
improve the instructional process and academic 

outcomes of students with disabilities.

Revisiting Our PurposeRevisiting Our Purpose

“Teachers Teach!”“Teachers Teach!”
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We Teach Teachers…“Why” SDI?We Teach Teachers…“Why” SDI?

Our 
Instructional 
Role 
Defined by 
IDEA 

Our 
Instructional 
Role 
Defined by 
IDEA 

§300.39 Special education

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement 
Act of 2004 (IDEA) defines special education as 
“specially designed instruction, at no cost to parents, 
to meet the unique needs of a child with a disability…

IDEA define specially designed instruction as "adapting, 
as appropriate to the needs of an eligible child under 
this part, the content, methodology or delivery of 
instruction (i) to address the unique needs of the child 
that result from the child’s disability; and (ii) to ensure 
access of the child to the general curriculum, so that 
the child can meet the educational standards within 
the jurisdiction of the public agency that apply to all 
children.”

§300.39 Special education

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement 
Act of 2004 (IDEA) defines special education as 
“specially designed instruction, at no cost to parents, 
to meet the unique needs of a child with a disability…

IDEA define specially designed instruction as "adapting, 
as appropriate to the needs of an eligible child under 
this part, the content, methodology or delivery of 
instruction (i) to address the unique needs of the child 
that result from the child’s disability; and (ii) to ensure 
access of the child to the general curriculum, so that 
the child can meet the educational standards within 
the jurisdiction of the public agency that apply to all 
children.”

We Teach Teachers…“Why” SDI?We Teach Teachers…“Why” SDI?

Our 
Instruction
al Role 
Defined by 
MARSE

Our 
Instruction
al Role 
Defined by 
MARSE

R 340.1701c Definitions…
…specially designed instruction, at no cost to the parents, to 
meet the unique educational needs of the student with a 
disability and to develop the student’s maximum potential. 

R 340.1749ab Elementary and Secondary Resource Programs.
…(a) Provide direct instruction to students on the resource 
teacher’s caseload and may assign grades or other evaluative 
measures for this instruction. (b) Provide support to the general 
education classroom teachers to whom special education 
students on the resource teacher’s caseload have been 
assigned. Time shall be allocated to the resource teacher to 
carry out this responsibility. (3) … resource program teacher may 
provide supplemental instruction to students on his or her 
caseload.

R 340.1701c Definitions…
…specially designed instruction, at no cost to the parents, to 
meet the unique educational needs of the student with a 
disability and to develop the student’s maximum potential. 

R 340.1749ab Elementary and Secondary Resource Programs.
…(a) Provide direct instruction to students on the resource 
teacher’s caseload and may assign grades or other evaluative 
measures for this instruction. (b) Provide support to the general 
education classroom teachers to whom special education 
students on the resource teacher’s caseload have been 
assigned. Time shall be allocated to the resource teacher to 
carry out this responsibility. (3) … resource program teacher may 
provide supplemental instruction to students on his or her 
caseload.
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We Teach Teachers…“Why” SDI?We Teach Teachers…“Why” SDI?

Our 
Instruction
al Role 
Defined 
by MARSE

MARSE R 340.1781 Teachers of students with 
disabilities; endorsement requirements. 
(a) The requisite knowledge, understanding, skills, and 
dispositions for effective practice related to all of the following: 
(i) Utilizing research-based models, theories, and philosophies for 
teaching students with an array of disabilities within different 
placements. 
(ii) Assessing students with disabilities for identification and 
teaching. 
(iii) Implementing accommodations and modifications for 
classroom, district, and statewide assessments. 
(iv) Using assistive technology devices to increase, maintain, or 
improve the capabilities of students with impairments. 
(v) Communicating, consulting, and collaborating with 
parents/guardians, paraprofessionals, general educators, 
administrators, and human services personnel. 

Designing for Instructional Supports & Services 
in the Resource Program Setting…
Designing for Instructional Supports & Services 
in the Resource Program Setting…

What’s YOUR Framework?
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Compliant Driven 
Tasks

Compliant Driven 
Tasks

Instructional Driven
Tasks

Instructional Driven
Tasks

Balancing Compliance and Specially-Designed 
Instruction: From Rules to a Reality Check

A Balancing Act

We Teach Teachers …
Specially Designed  Instruction is 

Being Compliant!

We Teach Teachers …
Specially Designed  Instruction is 

Being Compliant!

Knowing the cognitive & 
behavioral needs of Your 
Caseload Students

Knowing the content standards 
Knowing the instructional 

supportive needs of your students
Knowing the developmental 

stages of students within the 
grade levels/ages that you teach

Knowing the cognitive & 
behavioral needs of Your 
Caseload Students

Knowing the content standards 
Knowing the instructional 

supportive needs of your students
Knowing the developmental 

stages of students within the 
grade levels/ages that you teach

Will Support the development 
of…
 PLAAFP
 IEP Gs/Os
 Supplemental Aids & 

Services
Hours of RP time
Assessment
 Progress Monitoring/

Reporting

Will Support the development 
of…
 PLAAFP
 IEP Gs/Os
 Supplemental Aids & 

Services
Hours of RP time
Assessment
 Progress Monitoring/

Reporting
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Guidance Document ReviewGuidance Document Review

Framework to Consider 

We Teach Teachers…
The Utilization of the 
Resource Program

“Space & Time”

We Teach Teachers…
The Utilization of the 
Resource Program

“Space & Time”
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We Teach Teachers….What is a resource 
program?

We Teach Teachers….What is a resource 
program?

 It’s a system that advocates on behalf of SWDs
 It’s intended to support the individualized needs 

of students with a disabilities.
 It’s a service used for a portion of the day to 

deliver specifically designed instruction and 
accommodations
 individualized (one to one) 
small and/or large groups maybe in the resource 

designated area. Used mostly for direct, 
individualized instruction.

 Not intended to replace the general education 
learning environment, but to enhance it! (LRE).

 It’s a system that advocates on behalf of SWDs
 It’s intended to support the individualized needs 

of students with a disabilities.
 It’s a service used for a portion of the day to 

deliver specifically designed instruction and 
accommodations
 individualized (one to one) 
small and/or large groups maybe in the resource 

designated area. Used mostly for direct, 
individualized instruction.

 Not intended to replace the general education 
learning environment, but to enhance it! (LRE).

We Teach Teachers …What is a resource 
program?

We Teach Teachers …What is a resource 
program?

 Push in: Support delivered to the student by the 
resource program teacher within the general 
education class. Model mostly used for supplemental 
supports, accommodations, or direct instruction via 
one of the co-teaching methods.

 Pull-out: Support delivered to the student by the 
resource program teacher outside of the general 
education class, maybe in the resource designated 
area. Used mostly for direct, individualized instruction.

 Successful resource programs provide a combination 
of BOTH push-in and pull-out services. (page 6)

 Push in: Support delivered to the student by the 
resource program teacher within the general 
education class. Model mostly used for supplemental 
supports, accommodations, or direct instruction via 
one of the co-teaching methods.

 Pull-out: Support delivered to the student by the 
resource program teacher outside of the general 
education class, maybe in the resource designated 
area. Used mostly for direct, individualized instruction.

 Successful resource programs provide a combination 
of BOTH push-in and pull-out services. (page 6)
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IS IS NOT
A service where the resource program teacher 
modifies and accommodate instruction and 
develops aligned supplementary materials needed 
to support the general education standards and 
expectations.  Materials may consist of but are not 
limited to the following: study guides, notes, visual 
charts, vocabulary builders, etc. 

A service where the resource program teacher 
develops an alternative curriculum/standards in lieu 
of the general education expectation.

A direct instruction environment, whereby, remedial 
and tutorial supports are provided as needed or 
defined by the IEP

A place where the student can escape the 
demands of the general education setting.

An eye-catching learning opportunity where the 
general education curriculum is used and valued, 
but doesn’t attempt to duplicate or replace the 
authenticity of the general education setting.

A detention center, a place for crisis intervention, or 
a study hall. 

The Resource Program:  A Service, Not a Place

We Teach 
Teachers to
prepare their 
Gen. Ed 
counterparts 
about the role 
and services of 
the resource 
program

(page 9)

…But if you are so blessed to get a PLACE…
We Teach Teachers …How to set up the physical layout of 

the resource room

…But if you are so blessed to get a PLACE…
We Teach Teachers …How to set up the physical layout of 

the resource room

Physical ArrangementPhysical Arrangement
 Designed with the needs of the students in mind
 Desks and chairs/ or tables and pillows
 White board(s)
 Projector/Document Camera
 Resource cabinet (manipulatives, resources, 

books, materials, markers, rulers etc.)
 Teacher supplies, content materials,  student 

supplies
 Labeling items throughout room 
 Posted visuals (strategies, procedures, rules, 

Mnemonic devices, graphic organizers)

 Designed with the needs of the students in mind
 Desks and chairs/ or tables and pillows
 White board(s)
 Projector/Document Camera
 Resource cabinet (manipulatives, resources, 

books, materials, markers, rulers etc.)
 Teacher supplies, content materials,  student 

supplies
 Labeling items throughout room 
 Posted visuals (strategies, procedures, rules, 

Mnemonic devices, graphic organizers)
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We Give our Teachers Thoughts to 
Ponder…
We Give our Teachers Thoughts to 
Ponder…

At times, the special education teacher 
assigned to the resource program will 
need supplementary materials to support 
the development of concepts and skills 
required for the mastery of standards, 
careful selection of materials related to the 
grade-level standards and activities 
should be observed. 

We Teach Teachers…

If your only tool is a hammer, then
every problem looks like a nail!

The broader your repertoire…
the better matches you’ll make!

We Teach Teachers…

If your only tool is a hammer, then
every problem looks like a nail!

The broader your repertoire…
the better matches you’ll make!
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Specially Designed 
Instruction

Specially Designed 
Instruction

We Teach Teachers …Why, How, & When?We Teach Teachers …Why, How, & When?

Cycle of Planning, Implementation, Reflection, and 
Adjustment of Instruction: 

A Specially Designed Instructional Framework to Consider 

Cycle of Planning, Implementation, Reflection, and 
Adjustment of Instruction: 

A Specially Designed Instructional Framework to Consider 

(Page 15)
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Creating Specially Designed Instruction—
A Process, Not an Event!

Creating Specially Designed Instruction—
A Process, Not an Event!

Designing instruction for students with disabilities is a process that 
consists of…

 Reviewing the current needs of each student on the caseload.
 Matching SDI approaches/suggestions to meet the needs of 

your student(s)
 Implementing SDI
Monitoring the effectiveness of SDI
Monitoring and Reporting (documenting) on Student Outcomes
 Using Feedback to Drive Revision to SDI and IEP planning

Designing instruction for students with disabilities is a process that 
consists of…

 Reviewing the current needs of each student on the caseload.
 Matching SDI approaches/suggestions to meet the needs of 

your student(s)
 Implementing SDI
Monitoring the effectiveness of SDI
Monitoring and Reporting (documenting) on Student Outcomes
 Using Feedback to Drive Revision to SDI and IEP planning

We Use REAL Students…The Case of Janet & 
Michael

We Use REAL Students…The Case of Janet & 
Michael
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We Teach Teachers…
SDI Lesson Planning Considerations
We Teach Teachers…
SDI Lesson Planning Considerations

(Page 37)

The Framework in Practice: 
The Mathematics Classroom
The Framework in Practice: 
The Mathematics Classroom

Page 52
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We Teach Teachers…
To Unpack the CCSS
We Teach Teachers…
To Unpack the CCSS

Sample
Vertical Progression Chart

We Teach Teachers…We Teach Teachers…

•Grounds you in CCSS and IEP goals & objectives
•Anticipatory Set/Numeracy Strategies makes instruction relevant 
& engaging
•Skill Focus/Vocabulary Focus targets cognitive deficit areas
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The Framework in Practice:  Sarah’s Co-
Teaching Order of Operations
The Framework in Practice:  Sarah’s Co-
Teaching Order of Operations

We Teach Teachers…We Teach Teachers…

•UDL considerations transform into IEP accommodations
•Assessment is data tracking-Formative, informal/formal 
observation/student self-evaluation
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The Framework in Practice: The ELA ClassroomsThe Framework in Practice: The ELA Classrooms

Page  41

We Teach Teachers…
To Unpack the CCSS
We Teach Teachers…
To Unpack the CCSS

Sample
Vertical Progression Chart
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We Teach Teachers Using the Vertical 
Progression Chart

We Teach Teachers Using the Vertical 
Progression Chart

 Can serve as a guide when selecting 
skills/concepts your students will need 
to master 

 Can be used to support writing IEP 
goals & objectives.

 Can serve as a guide when selecting 
skills/concepts your students will need 
to master 

 Can be used to support writing IEP 
goals & objectives.

We Teach Teachers:We Teach Teachers:

During the Anticipatory Set: vocabulary strategies 
can be used to build students’ knowledge and 
make connections with new concepts. 
To provide activities that will increase student 

engagement.
To obtain and use data, either informal or formal 

assessments to measure/record student progress. 

During the Anticipatory Set: vocabulary strategies 
can be used to build students’ knowledge and 
make connections with new concepts. 
To provide activities that will increase student 

engagement.
To obtain and use data, either informal or formal 

assessments to measure/record student progress. 
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UDL, is not an after thought…UDL, is not an after thought…

Page 23

We Teach Teachers…
What to Consider for UDL To Engage ALL 
We Teach Teachers…
What to Consider for UDL To Engage ALL 

 U.S Department of Education: 
 The department’s mission is to serve America’s students to promote 

student achievement and preparation for global competitiveness by 
fostering educational excellence and ensuring equal access.

 ESSA State Use of Funds Sec. 4104 C

 Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a proactive approach that uses 
instructional design, strategies, and tools to support all learners.

 U.S Department of Education: 
 The department’s mission is to serve America’s students to promote 

student achievement and preparation for global competitiveness by 
fostering educational excellence and ensuring equal access.

 ESSA State Use of Funds Sec. 4104 C

 Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a proactive approach that uses 
instructional design, strategies, and tools to support all learners.

First We Ground it in Policy…
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We Teach Teachers:
The Framework in Practice: Creating an UDL 
Classroom

We Teach Teachers:
The Framework in Practice: Creating an UDL 
Classroom

We Teach Teachers…To Think Beyond the 
Traditional
We Teach Teachers…To Think Beyond the 
Traditional

Automated Sliding Doors Automated Sliding Doors 
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We Teach Teachers:
The Framework in Practice: Creating an UDL 
Classroom

We Teach Teachers:
The Framework in Practice: Creating an UDL 
Classroom

 Students need to be able to use their senses

 Vison

 Taste

 Touch

 Smell

 Hearing

 Intuition

 Students need to be able to use their senses

 Vison

 Taste

 Touch

 Smell

 Hearing

 Intuition

We Teach Teachers…To Remember the Learner
and the Effects of the Disabilities on Teaching 
and Learning

We Teach Teachers…To Remember the Learner
and the Effects of the Disabilities on Teaching 
and Learning
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We Teach Teachers…To Remember the Learner
and the Effects of the Disabilities on Teaching 
and Learning

We Teach Teachers…To Remember the Learner
and the Effects of the Disabilities on Teaching 
and Learning

S Y M P T O M S  &  S I G N S

Symptoms include:
• Difficulty understanding speech in noisy environments
• Difficulty following directions, especially directions with 

more than one step
• Difficulty telling the difference between similar-

sounding speech sounds such as pat and bat

We Teach Teachers…Solutions!We Teach Teachers…Solutions!

• video 
• text to speech
• word prediction 
• text
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We Teach Teachers…To Remember the Learner
and what needs to be taught?
We Teach Teachers…To Remember the Learner
and what needs to be taught?

 Science and the Common Core

We Teach Teachers…To Remember the Learner
and what needs to be taught?
We Teach Teachers…To Remember the Learner
and what needs to be taught?

 Science and the Common Core

L e a v e s
A r e  a l l  a r o u n d  
u s
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We Teach Teachers…We Teach Teachers…

Real leaves experiences ( Videos, leave walk, bring in leaves)

Projector

White board (good lighting)

YouTube

digital text

text-to-speech

Word processor (Word, google docs, pages, notes)

magnifying lens

Real leaves experiences ( Videos, leave walk, bring in leaves)

Projector

White board (good lighting)

YouTube

digital text

text-to-speech

Word processor (Word, google docs, pages, notes)

magnifying lens

Representation

Leaf Walk: Watch and listen to a videoLeaf Walk: Watch and listen to a video
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Autumn LeavesAutumn Leaves

Nat King Cole Video 
Autumn Leaves

Nat King Cole Video 
Autumn Leaves

Eric Clapton Audio 
Autumn Leaves

Eric Clapton Audio 
Autumn Leaves

Autumn Leaves: Compare and Contrast
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Autumn Leaves: Compare and ContrastAutumn Leaves: Compare and Contrast

The autumn leaves of red and gold

I see your lips, the summer kisses

The sun-burned hands, I used to hold

Since you went away the days grow long

And soon I'll hear old winter's song

But I miss you most of all my darling

When autumn leaves start to fall

Since you went away the days grow long

And soon I'll hear old winter's song

But I miss you most of all my darling

When autumn leaves start to fall

The autumn leaves of red and gold

I see your lips, the summer kisses

The sun-burned hands, I used to hold

Since you went away the days grow long

And soon I'll hear old winter's song

But I miss you most of all my darling

When autumn leaves start to fall

Since you went away the days grow long

And soon I'll hear old winter's song

But I miss you most of all my darling

When autumn leaves start to fall

Action and ExpressionAction and Expression
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Action and ExpressionAction and Expression

Need Additional Information?Need Additional Information?
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Lois Vaughan-Hussain, Ed.S.
Special Education Consultant

Wayne RESA
1-734-334-1604

vaughal@resa.net

Give me a call…


