Existing Athletic Opportunities for
Students of Public School
Academies & Nonpublic Schools

OUTSIDE OF SCHOOLS

Students of public school academies and nonpublic
schools may participate in sports through youth leagues,
church leagues, YMCA/YWCA, boys/girls clubs,
health/fitness clubs, etc.
WITHIN SCHOOLS

(If local school policy allows)
Five Options:
Option 1 - Public School Academy or Nonpublic
School Sponsors and Conducts an Athletic Program:
Public school academies and nonpublic schools are
encouraged to sponsor and conduct self-sufficient athletic
programs for their students and compete against any other
schools.
Option 2 - Cooperative Programs:
If a public school academy or nonpublic school joins the
MHSAA, it may combine with one or more other member
schools to jointly sponsor teams in one or more sports.
Cooperative program application forms are available from
the MHSAA office and require the approval of the board
of education and administration of each school, as well as
the league/conference in which the program will partici-
pate.
Deadline for fall season sports is April 15.
Deadline for winter season sports is Aug. 15.
Deadline for spring season sports is Oct. 15.
Cooperative programs are permitted in all 24 sports when
the combined 9-12 enrollment of the cooperating schools
does not exceed the maximum for Class B.
Even if the combined enrollment of the schools exceeds
Class B but does not exceed 3,500 students, cooperative
programs are permitted in 11 of 28 sports: boys and girls
bowling, girls competitive cheer, girls gymnastics, boys
and girls lacrosse, boys and girls swimming and diving,
boys and girls skiing and ice hockey. The 3,500 student
limit may be exceeded for up to three years if none of the
schools in the cooperative agreement has sponsored the
sport previously.
In a cooperative program, all cooperating schools must be
MHSAA members. There is no cost for MHSAA mem-
bership, but each member school's governing board must
adopt each year a resolution which obligates the school to
enforce all MHSAA rules and regulations as to its own
students and faculty in all MHSAA tournament sports.
MHSAA Membership Resolutions are available from the
MHSAA office.
In cooperative programs, all cooperating schools con-
tribute students, resources and oversight to the effort.
A school may sponsor its own teams in some sports and
enter a cooperative program with another school in other
sports.
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Nonpublic School, Taking Courses at Another School:
A student who is enrolled in a public school academy or
nonpublic school that sponsors no teams in any sports may
participate on sports teams of a high school if that student is
taking and passing at least 20 credit hours of course work
(usually four full subjects) at that high school.

The two schools determine for themselves how to share
state funding for the student and what, if any, athletic partic-
ipation fee is appropriate.

Option 4 - Enrolled at a High School, Taking Courses at
a Public School Academy or Nonpublic School:

A student who is enrolled in a high school may take as
many courses as he/she wishes at a public school academy
or nonpublic school and still remain eligible for athletics at
that high school as long as the student is doing passing work
in at least 20 credit hours (usually four full subjects) for
which the traditional public or private high school will pro-
vide credit on that student's transcript.

The two schools may set up the academic reporting proce-
dures that suit them, so long as they meet the minimum
requirement of providing academic progress reports at least
every ten weeks.

The two schools determine for themselves how to share
state funding for the student and what, if any, athletic partic-
ipation fee is appropriate.

Option 5 - Continuing Eligibility:

A student who has been attending one high school for at
least two semesters may enroll in another MHSAA member
school that offers a specialized curriculum which is not
available at the first school and continue to be eligible at the
first school in sports not sponsored by the specialized
school.

The student must be taking and passing at least 20 credit
hours of course work overall, there must be regular academ-
ic reports between the schools, and there must be compli-
ance with all other eligibility requirements of the MHSAA
and both schools.

The determination of whether the specialized curriculum of
one school without a sport is not available in the curriculum
of a school with that sport shall be made by the school pro-
viding the sport. The majority of courses provided by the
school without the sport must be different in type (not
degree of difficulty) from those available at the school with
the sport.

The two schools determine for themselves how to share
state funding for the student and what, if any, athletic partic-
ipation fee is appropriate.
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Policies and Opportunities for

Non-

Traditional

Students




Schools and Students

MHSAA rules are minimum standards. Schools may adopt
higher standards or may deny eligibility where MHSAA
rules permit. Local rules which exceed MHSAA minimum
standards prevail. Local schools determine for themselves
the existence of these options and, if applicable, how to
share state funding.

In General . . .

A. A student of a non-traditional school may be eligible at
the school where he or she is physically taking and
passing at least 20 credit hours provided (1) local policy
allows, (2) these credits count toward graduation
requirements at the school where he/she is enrolled and
intends to graduate, and (3) that school does not have
any interscholastic athletics.

B. Courses taken in a school other than the one in which a
student is enrolled may be counted toward athletic eligi-
bility in the school of actual enrollment provided
arrangements for current eligibility reports are made
between the schools. This may apply to:

Adult Education, including night school
Alternative/Gifted Education

Colleges and Universities

Distance Learning/Virtual High Schools

Home Education

Nonpublic Schools

Public School Academies (charter schools)

Special Education

Vocational Education, including skills centers and
tech centers

Adult Education/Night School

If a student is enrolled in the adult education or night school
program of his/her community for at least some courses and
receives credit toward graduation at the high school in the
district of his/her residence, that student may be eligible for
interscholastic athletics at his/her base (original) high
school only, provided local policy allows and the student is
passing the equivalent of 20 credit hours overall which
count toward the graduation requirements of the base high
school.
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Alternative/Gifted Education

If a student is placed in a non-traditional program, including
an alternative school or school for highly motivated or
unusaully gifted students that is administered directly or
through a consortium by that student's school district, and
the non-traditional school does not have an interscholastic
program, that student may be eligible at his/her base (origi-
nal) high school only, provided local policy allows and that

count toward the graduation requirements of the base high school
and that school counts its resident students in that alternative/gifted
program for MHSAA tournament classification purposes.

Colleges, Universities

If a regularly enrolled undergraduate high school student takes
courses in advance of the high school level, these courses may be
included for high school graduation credit and for athletic eligibili-
ty purposes; and that student may be eligible at his/her base (origi-
nal) high school only, provided local policy allows and that student
is passing the equivalent of 20 credit hours overall which count
toward graduation requirements of the base high school.

Distance Learning/Virtual High Schools

If a regularly enrolled undergraduate student takes courses via cor-
respondence, television, or the internet, these courses may be
included for high school graduation credit and for athletic eligibili-
ty purposes at his/her base (original) high school only, provided
local policy allows and that student is passing the equivalent of 20
credit hours overall which count toward graduation requirements
of the base high school.

Home Education

If a student is unable to attend school but remains enrolled in it and
instructed by its teachers through a "homebound" program, that
student may be eligible for interscholastic athletics at the school
where he/she is enrolled, provided local policy allows and the stu-
dent is passing the equivalent of 20 credit hours overall which
count toward the graduation requirements of that school.

See next panel for three options for “home-based” students.
Nonpublic Schools
See other side for five options.
Public School Academies (Charter Schools)
See other side for five options.
Special Education

If a student is placed by an Individual Education Program
Committee in a special education program at another high school,
that student may be eligible at his/her high school of residence or
the high school to which he/she is assigned, provided local policy
allows and the student is passing the equivalent of 20 credit hours
overall which count toward the graduation requirements of the
school from which he/she expects to graduate. The choice is avail-
able one time in grades 9-12.

Vocational Education, Skills Center,
Tech Center

If a student is enrolled in a vocational education program, skills
center or technical center administered directly or through a con-
sortium by that student's school district, that student may be eligi-
ble at his/her base (original) high school only, provided local poli-
cy allows and that student is passing the equivalent of 20 credit
hours overall which count toward the graduation requirements of
the base high school.

Opportunities for
Home-Based Students

OUTSIDE OF SCHOOLS

Students of home schools may participate in sports
through youth leagues, church leagues, YMCA/YWCA,
boys/girls clubs, health/fitness clubs, etc.

WITHIN SCHOOLS
(If local school policy allows)
Three Options:

Option 1 - Home School Sponsors and Conducts an
Athletic Program:

Home school groups are encouraged to sponsor and con-
duct self-sufficient athletic programs for their students
and compete against any other schools except in football
against MHSAA member high schools.

Option 2 - Enrolled in a Home School, Taking Courses
at Another School:

A student who is enrolled in a home school that sponsors
no teams in any sports may participate on sports teams of
a high school immediately upon enrollment at that school
if that student is taking and passing at least 20 credit
hours of course work (usually four full subjects) at that
high school.

The two schools may set up the academic reporting pro-
cedures that suit them, so long as they meet the minimum
requirement of providing academic progress reports at
least every ten weeks.

Option 3 - Enrolled at a High School, Taking Courses
at Home:

Provided local high school policy allows, a student who is
enrolled in a high school may take as many courses as
he/she wishes at home and still remain eligible for athlet-
ics at that high school as long as the student is doing pass-
ing work in at least 20 credit hours (usually four full sub-
jects) for which the traditional public or private high
school will post credit on that student's transcript.

The two schools may set up the academic reporting pro-
cedures that suit them, so long as they meet the minimum
requirement of providing academic progress reports at
least every ten weeks.

Note: This brochure is a summary of policy, not a
complete description. Contact your local school or the
MHSAA office for further formation.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


